Instantly I rushed to rescue him. One look at the eye exhibited the pupil dilated to the utmost, and by the touch I perceived that the eye was becoming hard as a stone. Not to add to the alarm, as the ladies of the party were all seated round the room, I conducted my patient to an adjoining apartment, and got what fortunately was in the house, viz., ice, which was kept constantly applied, till the medical attendant of the family and the oculist, Mr Windsor, should arrive. The pain was to some extent ameliorated by these applications, but at times was almost unbearable. I was invited in to a consultation with the two gentlemen, who very quickly arrived; and on being asked to express an opinion, I narrated to them the case I have just detailed to you, and it was agreed to perform venesection. Suffice it to say, although I had to supply the lancet from my dressing-case, the operation was completed by the medical man, who said he had bled once or twice in his younger days. The Professor Gairdner likewise says he is "willing to make a bonfire of all theories past, present (and probably future), provided the practice is correct." I hope the Society will pardon any prolixity I may be accused of on this subject, but I feel that the time has come when venesection is recovering from the disrepute into which it had fallen, though I do not conceal from myself the danger, if the tide against venesection has indeed turned, of its possibly being carried to an extreme, as has happened more than once before.
